November 24, 2025

Hon. Raphael P. M. Lotilla

Secretary of Department of Environment
and Natural Resources

5 Visayas Ave, Diliman, Quezon City,
1128 Metro Manila

Mariglo Rosaida I. Laririt
Assistant Director of Biodiversity

Management Bureau

Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center,

Quezon Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City

Mr. Robert Angelo R. Metin

Director of Environmental Management
Bureau - Region IV-A

6/F Unit E,DENR By the Bay Building;
1515, Roxas Blvd, Ermita, Manila,
Metro Manila

Regional Executive Director Nilo
Tamoria

DENR Region IV-A, Chairperson of
PAMBs 1636, UMRBFPL and KRFR

DENR Region IV-A Office,
Mayapa-Canlubang Cadre Rd, Calamba,
4027 Laguna

Members of the Protected Area
Management Boards of PP1636
National Park, Kaliwa River Forest
Reserve, and Upper Marikina River
Basin Protected Landscape

Subject: Petition to Revoke Endorsements and
Reject the SAPA Application of Rizal Wind Energy
Corporation (RWEC) of Vena Group

Honorable Secretary Lotilla, RED Tamoria, and EMB Director Metin,

We, the undersigned citizens, scientists, community members, and environmental
defenders, urge the DENR to reject the SAPA application of Rizal Wind Energy
Corporation (RWEC)—a Vena Group subsidiary—until the following conditions are

fully met:
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1. Exclude the Masungi Karst Conservation Area (MKCA) and its buffer
zones from the project site and all related studies or permits.

The MKCA is part of the Proclamation 1636 National Park—a globally significant
karst and biodiversity landscape. It shelters rare and rediscovered species such as
Exacum loheri and Hypselostoma l. masungiensis, along with endangered Philippine
Hawk-Eagles and Philippine Hanging Parrots. At least 43 endangered and
threatened species listed by the IUCN Red List and the DENR have been documented
here. The area was declared a Local Conservation Area in 2013 and made off-limits
to destructive activities under DENR DAO 33, Series of 1993, issued by National
Scientist Dr. Angel Alcala. The National Museum’s 2022 Technical Report reaffirmed
the site’s irreplaceable geological and biological significance, with scientists still
discovering fossils within its formations. The site is also part of the indicative Key
Biodiversity Areas map of the Philippines released by the Biodiversity Management
Bureau (BMB), making it a conservation priority for the whole country.

2. Adopt stronger environmental safeguards across the Sierra Madre and
watershed reserves.

The proposed wind farm poses direct land use impacts over 553 hectares (not
including indirect and cumulative impacts), according to its ECC:

e Wind turbines — 201 ha

¢ Transmission lines — 200 ha

® Access roads — 140 ha

® Substations & storage — 12 ha

Mitigation measures remain unclear and insufficient. Without robust, science-based
safeguards, the project threatens to irreversibly damage karst landscapes, forests,
caves, waterways, and wildlife habitats.

3. Review RWEC’s ECC and conduct a full cumulative impact assessment.

Similar to the contested reclamation projects over Manila Bay, environmental
reviews must consider not only this project but also other existing and proposed
industrial and wind energy developments in the region. Piecemeal assessments
underestimate the combined ecological and hydrological risks to the Sierra Madre’s
fragile ecosystems and watersheds.

4. Guarantee meaningful, transparent, and science-based public
participation.

Local communities, conservation organizations, experts, and Indigenous Peoples,
must be involved from planning to decision-making. Environmental governance
cannot be reduced to procedural compliance; it must uphold public trust, informed
consent, and scientific integrity,
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5. Uphold the primacy of protecting watersheds and forest reserves.

The Sierra Madre, the country’s largest and most critical natural defense against
typhoons, floods, and droughts, sustains millions of lives downstream. Together

with the Upper Marikina Watershed, it serves as Metro Manila’s natural water
towers and flood protection zones.

No industrial project—however branded as “green”—should compromise these
life-support systems.

We reaffirm:

Renewable energy must not destroy life.

Clean energy cannot come at the cost of forests, water, and protected
areas.

Foreign corporations operating within our natural heritage must be held
accountable to the Filipino people and respect scientific and community-based
concerns—not dismiss them as “self-serving” or “false narratives.”

Therefore, we petition:

That DENR Secretary Raphael Lotilla, RED Nilo Tamoria, and the PAMB
members of the affected protected areas revoke their endorsements and reject
the SAPA application of Rizal Wind Energy Corporation until all these
conditions are satisfied and a transparent, participatory, and science-based
review is completed in full public view.

Signatories:

. Wild Bird Club of the Philippines

. WWF - Philippines

Klima Center of Manila Observatory

Philippine-Misereor Partnership, Inc.

Youth Advocates for Climate Action Philippines

. PHILINCON

Angat Kalikasan Katutubo Pilipinas Inc.

Museum of Natural History

. UP Geology Majors' Society

0. Sanggunian ng mga Mag-aaral ng mga Paaralang Loyola ng Ateneo de
Manila

11. Kabataan Partylist

12. Non-Timber Forest Products — Exchange Programme Philippines (NTFEP)

13. Panatang Luntian Coalition
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14. Green Party of the Philippines

15. For the Future PH

16. Rizal Youth for Masungi

17. Luntiang Mayumi Youth Advocates

18. Saribuhay UP Diliman

19. Angat Teresa (Teresaios People’s Council)

20. UP Association of Biology Majors

21. Loral Douglas Woosley Bethany Colleges

22. UPLB Mountaineers

23. Climate Fresk Philippines

24. Gabriel’s Sanctuary

25. Tanay Youth Vote

26. Angat San Mateo

27. Mapua Malayan Kalikasan

28. Pag-asa Pawikan Protection and Conservation Center Corp
29. Angat Antipolo (Antipolenios People's Council)

30. Kasama Ka kabataan Youth Organization - KKKYO

31. JCI Baras

32. LAHUBRE Designs

33. ADR Sons & Daughter Inc.

34. Federation of Agriculture Cooperatives in Camarines Sur
35. PUP Society of Biology Students

36. A'tin Hongkong

37. El Maizan de HK

38. Youth For Animals - PUP

39. Ilog Pasiglahin

40. Youth Leaders Organization (YOLO)

41, Youth Entrepreneurs Society - PUP QC

42. Digital Pinoys Ilocos Sur Environmental Enthusiasts (ISEE)
43. National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP)
44, Building Youth Empowerment

45. Alliance of Resilient of Youth Advocates of the Philippines
46, Silaw Artist Collective

47. Philippine Sustainability Intelligence Association (SUSTINA)
48. Agham Youth PUP

49. Move As One Coalition

50. National Youth Volunteer’s Coalition

51. ASH Philippines

52. iNSIGHT

Supporting Organizations:
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Marikina Watershed Coalition
umwecoalition@gmail.com

Copy Furnished:

Mr. Westin Contreras
President, Rizal Wind Energy Corporation
21F Tower, 6789 Ayala Ave, Makati City

Mr. Samrinder Nehria
Chief Executive Officer, Vena Group Philippines
21F Tower, 6789 Ayala Ave, Makati City

Mr. Nitin Apte

Chief Executive Officer

Vena Group Singapore Headquarters

1 George Street #14-07, One George Street, Singapore 049145

Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC)
10 Anson Road

#31-10, International Plaza

Singapore 079903
communicationsagwec.net
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